
 
POSTCOMMUNISM – POSTCOLONIALISM’S OTHER 

 
 
The cascade of largely unforeseen events which, triggered off by the lifting of the Austro-Hungarian border in 
August 1989 as a prelude to the dramatic fall of the Berlin Wall in November 1989, precipitated the demise of 
communist regimes in the Eastern Bloc, ushered in a period of political, economic and above all ideological 
transition to democracy conveniently referred to as Post-communism, which was dominated by the rejection of 
several national (Soviet or other) implementations of the Marxist legacy and its associated institutions, symbols, 
vocabularies, and aesthetics in favour of an increasingly globalised capitalism and liberal economy. Broadly 
speaking, post-communism succeeded and superseded communism in the same spirit of liberalisation and 
emancipation as post-colonialism set in, attempting to leave behind the heritage of the colonial era and states. 
 Despite Jacques Derrida’s timely Specters of Marx (orig. 1993) and the intense critical activity that it 
generated, Stéphane Courtois’s The Black Book of Communism (orig. 1997), whose responses varied from highly 
enthusiastic support to bitter criticism, and more generally Eric Hobsbawn’s or, in Romania, Vladimir 
Tismăneanu’s several historical accounts of an epoch that was to leave permanent traces in world history, 
post-communism, out of all the critically fashionable post’s, has yet to receive critical and theoretical attention 
comparable to the success enjoyed by post-colonialism, which developed as a critical label and even disciplinary 
trend to theorise the ‘new order’. Intending to go beyond communism’s surface equalitarianism and blurring of 
socio-individual differences, post-communism could be seen to correspond to post-colonialism in that point where 
it (de/re)constructs the Other through a politics of difference. Long marginalised due to geopolitical isolation, 
post-communist countries have felt (or been made to feel) at once ‘part’ of Europe and on its uneasy, obscurantist 
periphery on account of their indiscriminate orientalisation in the West’s globalised perception and of having 
belatedly woken up to freedom and to a capitalist system already in crisis. 
 This special thematic issue invites contributions on post-communism as post-colonialism’s Other, working 
with or extending the concept of 'otherness' – from Hegel’s famous philosophical exposition of the master-slave 
dialectic, Levinas’s “infinite other” to whom the subject feels absolutely responsible, to Lacan’s psychoanalytic 
articulation of the radical Other, which admits of no othering, in the symbolic order of the unconscious, but also to 
the silent (or silenced), the ineffable unsaid, even madness (Blanchot) in relation to the social, political, and 
cultural other, the other of language, etc. 
 Prompting critics to engage with (their) de/re-constructed otherness in post-communist times, the issue 
seeks contributions that will broaden our understanding of post-communist societies and ideologies through a 
variety of critical and cultural frameworks, also applied to language, discourse and literature, that have shaped 
our contemporary academic agendas (deconstruction, post-modernism, post-colonialism, feminism, diaspora and 
globalisation studies, etc.). The issue will also seek to translate the militant relevance and political involvement of 
cultural studies in their broadest definition to the new context of post-communist Europe from a range of 
perspectives and topics that include (but are not limited to): 
 

● Marginalized cultures in post-1989 reterritorialisation 

● Cultures of lies and deception 

● Looking westwards since 1989 

● Tradition, nostalgia and the survival of communism in post-1989 national identities 

● Cultural diaspora and marginalised cultures in post-1989 de/re-territorialization 

● Cultural contradictions of post-communism 

● East and/or West, and Derrida’s reflections on post-1989 Europe (The Other Heading) 

● ‘Magic Realism’ and its equivalents in (Post-)communist literatures 

● The emergence of new linguistic and discursive paradigms and practices 

● New practices and conceptions of translation in post-communism 

● Post-Marxism in the East after Specters of Marx and beyond. 
 



We welcome interdisciplinary approaches, ranging across critical theory, literary and cultural studies, general and 
applied linguistics as well as other disciplines in the humanities. Contributors are advised to follow the journal's 
submission guidelines and stylesheet. The deadline for article submissions is 15 April 2012. Articles should be 
sent as attachments to: wordandtext2011@gmail.com. All submitted articles will be peer-reviewed. Accepted 
articles will be returned for post-review revisions by 1 May and are expected back in their final version by 7 May. 
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